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Review Assignment II
• Problems and questions?
• Could you organize your topic?
• Tell me your problems!
• Did the problem look like a lot of work?Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 3
Presentation
• Most important: Don't be nervous!
• Nobody wants to kill you or see you fail! We are all on 
your side.
• Yes, standing in front of a lot of people makes each of us 
nervous. A large part of it is just instinctive in us, that 
looking at so many faces makes us uncomfortable.
• Tip: Take a break, look 2-3 people straight into their eye 
and take your time.
• Relax and slow down.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 4
Whom to face
• Since you are facing a lot of people it might be difficult 
for you decide where to look.
• The best way to do it is to have a slowly wandering gaze 
that makes eye contact with individuals. Wait until you 
get some sort of feedback from them.
• If you move to fast, people will get the feeling that you 
are panicking.
• If you are too slow or only look at one side, people will 
feel excluded from your talk.
 You should never intentionally face just one person (the 
instructor or such).Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 5
Your voice
• Be aware that people have to understand you, otherwise 
your presentation is no good.
• Especially if your voice is very soft, you have to make a 
serious effort to speak louder.
• Rather slower than faster is a good rule of thumb.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 6
Little helpers
• A lot of people find little memo-cards helpful.
 You can use them if you are afraid of a black-out.
 Don't stare on them or read your text from them.
 They are only there to help you.
 If you use them, don't forget to flip them.
• If you have complex diagrams to explain, a laser-pointer 
can be helpful.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 7
Body Language
• Controlling your own body can be difficult.
• Everybody has little nervous habits that are hard to 
control.
• If you cannot control them for one hour, then holding 
something in your hands might make it better. (Don't 
start to play with that though).
• If you are very afraid of your body movement, you can 
also hold your hands behind your back (as a last resort 
only).
• In the end this is just an exercise question. The more 
often you talk the easier it is.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 8
Training Session
• Practice your speech at least once at home.
• At least 2 listeners (otherwise it's more a conversation)
• Make sure that you are standing and have space to 
pace.
• Don't necessarily do the whole presentation the first 
time but get feedback about body-languages, mh and 
ahs, speed and voice after 5-6 slides.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 9
What to wear?
• Business casual is sufficient.
• Pants (no jeans) and a button-down shirt for guys.
• Girls have more freedom.
• Color choices are usually more conservative (black, blue, 
gray, cream/beige).Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 10
If you get confused
• If you stumble in your talk, just try to start the same 
sentence. Don't try to force it though. Rather take a sip 
of water, make a little joke (am I confused today or 
what?) and continue.
• If you really cannot remember what you wanted to say, 
excuse yourself and go on to the next slide.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 11
Slides
• Slides are there to support what you are saying.
• They should not replace it.
• Use the slide-template from the course webpage and 
stick to the font- and layout settings in the file.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 12
Some general guidelines
• If you have been able to teach people three new things 
they will remember after your talk, you have been 
successful.
• That also means since you took half a week to figure out 
a mathematical equation, you cannot expect people to 
understand it in 3 minutes.
• So make sure that you know your main points.Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 13
Questions
• It is important that people ask you questions in the end. 
• If nobody asks, then probably nobody understood what 
you were talking about.
 So if you are in the audience, write down your questions for 
the end of the talk.
• If people are shy to ask, ask them something you did 
not understand.
• It is the best chance for you to prove that you have 
understood your topic. Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 14
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Assignment III
• Write the paper and prepare the slides. 
• If interested contact me to do a practice presentation. 
• Send your papers and slides to your peers. 
• Expected number of pages is between 10 and 20. A little 
more is expected when the text is in German.
• For a 60 minutes talk you should calculate with around 
30-40 slides (that's 1 slide every 1.5 - 2 minutes)
• Deadline: 10 days before the seminar (25.02).
• Peer-Review Deadline: 5 days before the seminar 
(02.03).
• Hand-in: 1 day before the seminar starts (06.03).
• Final corrections: 1 week after seminar (20.03).
• Seminar is held at Arnimallee 2-6 (PI-Gebäude) in SR 
007/008Christopher Oezbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 16
Questions?